








 

 

 

South Dakota Game, Fish and Parks Department 
523 East Capital Avenue 
Pierre, SD 57501 
 
Re: Missouri River Fisheries Management Plans 
 
December 5, 2016 
 
The South Dakota Division of the Izaak Walton League of America (Division) thanks you for this 
opportunity to provide comments on the Draft Fishery Management Plan for the Missouri River.   
 
The members of the Division recognize the tremendous economic value and social importance the river 
has to residents and non-residents and what the fishery means to the quality of life for the people of the 
state.  The Division commends the authors for their work on the management plans and for what they 
continue to do for our natural resources. 
 
As outlined in the four plans the Division shares concerns of the impact of sediment and siltation and 
what it is doing to fish reproduction and recruitment.    
 
The Division comments on the four plans also include: 
 
Lake Oahe 
Access – We support the exploration of additional boat and shore fishing access areas, including the 
Department working with private landowners for access to possible new locations. 
 
Habitat - We support looking into habitat modifications that may increase fish populations and angling 
opportunities.   
 
Increase Gizzard Shad Production – How do you know this proposal would work?  How expensive would 
this be?  Is there scientific data to support the proposal?  We would like to see more information. 
 
Knowledge gaps – We support the expansion of studies and research to increase understanding of 
recruitment and mortality of prey and sport fish.  We also encourage a collaborative effort on Lake Oahe 
with North Dakota. 
 
Cold Water Fishery – We encourage the Department to look at improving the cold water fishery in Oahe 
that could provide increased angling opportunities. 
 
Water Management – We support the State taking a much stronger position in the Army Corps’ 
operation of the system.  We believe it is in South Dakota’s best interest to protect and enhance the 
Missouri River. 
 
User Group Conflicts – We support utilizing all available methods across the state to ease or eliminate 
conflicts between the different user groups of the Missouri River. 
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AIS – We agree that prevention of the spread of AIS must happen in the state.  Education, awareness 
and enforcement of rules and regulations needs to be done.  We encourage the use of mainstream and 
social media to get the message out to boaters and anglers and a high level of public engagement needs 
to be done to assure the prevention message is received and followed by people using the river. 
 
Public and Government Interaction – More communication must be done with the public, other 
agencies and tribal governments on Missouri River management. 
 
Lake Sharpe 
Access – We support looking into additional sites and locations to increase and/or improve access for 
both boat and shore anglers.  We encourage looking into reconnecting Hipple Lake to the main channel. 
 
Habitat – We applaud the Department for the habitat enhancement project on Lake Sharpe that was 
installed last April.  We encourage additional habitat enhancement efforts in the future.  We also 
support exploring reconnecting Hipple Lake to the main channel of the river. 
 
Knowledge gaps – We support increased research and studies to learn more about prey and sportfish 
species. 
 
User conflicts – (Same as Oahe comment) 
 
AIS – (Same as Oahe comment) 
 
Interactions – (Same as Oahe comment) 
 
Lake Francis Case 
Access – We support looking into new areas that increase boat and shore access. 
 
Habitat – We support efforts that would improve or increase habitat for prey and sport fish.  We also 
support a study on the impacts of the winter drawdown of Francis Case on prey and sport fish. 
 
Knowledge gaps – (Same as Lake Sharpe comment)  
 
User conflicts – (Same as earlier comment) 
 
AIS – We have great concerns for Francis Case with the rapidly reproducing population of zebra mussels 
in Lewis and Clark Lake.  Education, awareness and enforcement of rules and regulations must be done 
to keep AIS out of Francis Case. 
 
Interactions – (Same as above comment) 
 
Additional comment – there is a numbering error on the Objectives and Strategies for Lake Francis Case.  
User Conflicts and AIS are both listed as #4.  We suggest a correction and an adjustment in  the 
subsequent Objectives to reflect the change. 
 
Lewis and Clark Lake 
 
 Access – We support exploration of additional access sites in all areas listed in the Lewis and Clark 
reach. 
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Habitat – We encourage research on additional locations for habitat enhancement including the 
reconnection of backwater areas in the riverine reaches.  We also support more research on the impacts 
of hydropeaking out of Fort Randall on sport and prey fish and aquatic invertebrates. 
 
Knowledge gaps – (Same as earlier comments) 
 
AIS – Again the Division has great concern in this area of the Missouri River with the rapidly growing 
population of Zebra Mussels in Lewis and Clark Lake and in the river below Gavins Point Dam.  We are 
also very concerned with the high population of Asian Carp below Gavins Point Dam and in the 
tributaries of the Missouri River.  We strongly encourage strict enforcement of rules and regulations and 
a high level of education and awareness to keep these AIS populations from spreading to other waters in 
the state. 
 
Interactions – (Same as earlier comments). 
 
The South Dakota Division of the Izaak Walton League of America thanks you for this opportunity to 
provide comments on the Missouri River Fisheries Plans.  We look at the Missouri River as a true 
national treasure, one the state is very fortunate to have.   
 
We thank the South Dakota Game, Fish and Parks Department for your past management efforts on the 
river and we look forward to working with you in the future and ask you please keep us informed as this 
process moves forward. 
 
Thank you for your time and consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Kelly Kistner 
President – SD Division – Izaak Walton League of America 
603 Lakeshore Drive 
McCook Lake, SD 57049 
712-490-1726 
iwlasdpresident@outlook.com 
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